
New Jersey Traffic Deaths Show Decline in 2023, but Challenges Remain 

The NJ State Police recently released their 2023 Traffic fatalities report. The data shows a drop in traffic-related 
fatalities and fatal crashes in New Jersey in 2023 compared to the previous year. According to the report, a total 
of 621 people were killed in 589 crashes in 2023, down from 689 fatalities in 646 crashes in 2022. 

While the decrease in fatalities is encouraging, officials emphasized that there is still much work to be done. 
Michael J. Rizol Jr., director of the state Division of Highway Traffic Safety, highlighted the importance of 
recognizing that the battle is far from over, stating, “With over 600 lives lost on our roads this year, we must 
recognize that our work is far from finished.” 

The decline in traffic deaths aligns with a national trend reported by the National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration (NHTSA). According to NHTSA’s 2023 3rd quarter report, New Jersey was expected to experience a 
15% drop in traffic deaths (in 2023) compared to the previous year. The fatality rate was projected to decrease 
from 1.75 deaths per 100 million miles traveled in 2022 to 1.42 in 2023. 

The state police statistics reveal a 10% decrease in the fatality rate. Authorities attribute this improvement to 
collective efforts and a shared belief in the importance of safe driving. The continuous support from Attorney 
General Matthew Platkin and the dedication of state, county, municipal, and private traffic safety partners were 
acknowledged as crucial contributors to the positive change. 

However, the report also highlights areas that require further attention, particularly the safety of bicyclists on the 
road. In 2023, there was an increase in cyclist fatalities, aligning with a nationwide trend reported by the NHTSA. 

In an effort to enhance bicycle safety and reduce vulnerable road 
user fatalities, in March of 2022 the NJ legislature passed the NJ 
Safe Passing law. 

This law joins the Move Over Law & The Crosswalk Stop Law 
in providing the law enforcement community tools to protect our 
most vulnerable roadway users. The new law was added to the NJ 
Motor Vehicle Code, 39:4-92.4 and provides roadway “safety-
sharing” rights to cyclists, runners, walkers, rollers, wheelchair 
users and any person legally allowed on the road.  

The report also cites a decline in pedestrian fatalities, with 171 pedestrians killed in 2023 compared to 191 in 
2022. While any decrease in fatalities is positive, pedestrian safety remains a priority for future initiatives. 

A growing concern in recent years is the decline in traffic enforcement by police. This is contrasted by the higher 
than projected number of crashes and fatalities over the past several years. In 2020, amidst the pandemic, traffic 
enforcement witnessed a significant drop. While there has been a gradual improvement since then, the 
enforcement of traffic violations that pose the greatest threats to safety remains well below the levels seen in 
2019. Despite traffic volume returning to normal levels over the three years following the peak of the pandemic, 
the enforcement of dangerous driving practices has not kept pace. As you can see in the charts below, 
DWI enforcement is down by over 10%, speeding enforcement is down by 48%, enforcement of cell phone 
violations is down by 52% and seatbelt enforcement is down by 54%. 
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YEAR CYCLIST PEDESTRIAN 

2023 25 177 
2022 16 191 
2021 26 217 
2020 18 179 
2019 12 176 
2018 17 175 
2017 16 183 
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Speeding and driver inattention persist as significant contributing factors in fatal crashes, with unrestrained drivers 
accounting for nearly half of the drivers and passengers killed in traffic accidents in 2022. Additionally, in 2021 and 
2022, driving under the influence was listed as a major contributing factor in 228 and 206 fatal crashes, 
respectively. These were the highest two years on record, according to the New Jersey State Police, since the 
tracking of this statistic began thirty years ago. 

Moreover, police agencies across the state have largely overlooked the call to action by the National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration (NHTSA) and the New Jersey Division of Highway Traffic Safety during their national 
enforcement campaigns. Despite initially being a statewide effort, these mobilizations are now often disregarded or 
forgotten by certain agencies. The charts below underscore the decline in participation by New Jersey law 
enforcement over the years. While the collective hope is that the need for such efforts will diminish one day due to 
a decrease in risky, reckless, and dangerous drivers on the road, we still have a long way to go.  
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The goal of “Zero Traffic Fatalities” will not be met without the collective efforts of all. Together we should strive 
to ensure that not a single family in New Jersey has to say goodbye to a loved one because of a traffic crash. 
While some agencies are positioned to do more, all could employ one or more of the following strategies to join in 
this endeavor: 
 
 Get real time actionable crash data by connecting to the NJCrash portal or   

electronically transfer your crash reports to the NJ DOT via your RMS vendor. 
 Conduct meaningful community engagement to garner your community input 

and support to legitimize traffic safety operations. 
 Create a written traffic safety operations plan utilizing the SAFE System approach. 

 Safe Road Users 
 Safe Vehicles 
 Safe Speed 
 Safe Roads 
 Post-Crash Care 

 Establish Speeding, Impaired Driving, Seatbelt and Distracted Driving as enforcement priorities in your 
agency. 

 Utilize the NHTSA and NJ DHTS campaign calendar to sync your efforts with state and national media      
coverage: https://www.trafficsafetymarketing.gov/communication-calendars  

 Partner with The Division of Highway Traffic Safety. The DHTS awards approximately $30 million in grant  
funding to police agencies to address priority safety issues. These funds play a crucial role in implementing 
initiatives to improve road safety and reduce fatalities. 

 Control the narrative, it’s almost always “not an accident”; Craft press releases and social media campaigns 
that illuminate the vicitimization of those involved in preventable crashes. 

 
While the decrease in traffic deaths in 2023 is a positive development, a sustained and purposeful effort is      
essential to improving road safety, protecting vulnerable road users, and reducing the number of crashes and      
fatalities on our roadways. Join us on the journey to zero roadway deaths by prioritizing: community engagement, 
education, purposeful enforcement, engineering measures and post-crash care as they will remain the key      
elements in combating these challenges and creating safer roadways for all.  
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https://www.trafficsafetymarketing.gov/communication-calendars
https://njcrashrecords.org/#/



