
 From the NJSACOP archives…November 
1912 
The NJSACOP Monthly State Chiefs Meeting for November 1912 was held in Perth Amboy, NJ. It was regularly moved 
and seconded that 

We tender our services to Pres.-Elect Wilson, as a guard of honor on the day of his inauguration at Washington, 
members to be in full uniform, a committee consisting of Chiefs Monahan, Keily, and Gallagher to be appointed with 
power to make the necessary arrangements, resolution carried. 

1913 
At the monthly State Meeting, Princeton Chief William Kilfoil extended an invitation to all members of the Association to 
attend the Yale-Princeton football game to be held at Princeton. It was regularly moved, seconded and adopted that Chief 
Kilfoil’s invitation be accepted. 

1924 
At the monthly NJSACOP Chiefs Meeting, Chief Dolan spoke on the “various ways and mean of the smaller towns in 
handling of the heavier Sunday traffic…” 

So that it is held up causing blocks and drivers taking chances to get to the head of lines and in some cases where 
two and possibly three lines can be made they are kept to just one line each way and if members know of these 
conditions in these towns. 

A committee was appointed consisting of Chiefs Keily, Culliton, Forss, O’Neil, and Siccardi to “adopt a standard of traffic 
signals, turning, where Officers are stationed and the speeding up of heavy traffic.” 

At that same meeting, representatives from the Polton Brothers Company of New York City made a presentation to the 
members on “different styles of clubs and bombs as well as a spray system to overcome criminals who are dangerous so 
[there is] no danger to the Officer in making an arrest.” 

6



1926 
The NJSACOP Monthly State Chiefs Meeting for November 1926 was held in Newark, NJ.  Chief Dolan reported for the 
Traffic Committee that “Commissioner Dill favored a bill for [a] uniform system to be used on the three light traffic standard 
and would have the Attorney General draft a bill and submit it to the association for 
approval.” 

1928 
A Resolution was adopted by the Association stating that “H. Norman Schwarzkopf be 
accepted as a member of the New Jersey State Association of Chiefs of Police, such 
membership to continue as long as the said H. Norman Schwarzkopf remains 
Superintendent of the New Jersey State Police.” 

1931 
Chief McRell reported on the convention of the Association of Chiefs of Police of Europe, 
held at Paris last month, “which he attended and the good and instructive program they 
had.” He also reported that his participation in this conference had put the NJSACOP “on 
the map,” especially “through the hand signal books published by this association on 
uniform hand signals, which he left with them.” 

1932 
The NJSACOP Monthly State Chiefs Meeting for November 1932 was held in Newark, NJ. 
The regular order of business was suspended “and dispensed with to usher Dr. Gluckman of 
Newark, N.J. into the meeting.” Dr. Gluckman addressed the members on the subject of 
health, “stressing the importance of healthy men giving the maximum efficiency to a police 
department, and advocating specialists in the examination of policemen periodically.” 

1939 
Chief Roff reported that he had occasion to speak with  Jim Egan, the “personal contact 
man” for FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover, during which conversation Chief Roff  

brought up the matter of Director Hoover’s seemingly unsavory attitude toward the members of this association and 
his refusal to speak before our meeting or visit with us on two occasions at our invitation and our understanding 
that he refused to sit in on a meeting of the International because one of our members being an officer, etc. and that 
in conclusion he seemingly convinced Mr. Egan to some degree that some of the stories brought back to Mr. Hoover 
were exaggerated and as a result Mr. Egan asked Chief Roff to advise him of the dates of our meetings and that he 
would talk to the Director and have him come to our meeting. 

1940 
The November 1940 State Chiefs Meeting was held at the Court House in Newark, NJ. Following adoption of the previous 
month’s minutes, Chief Fred Roff reported that… 

He had occasion to talk with Jim Egan, J. Edgar Hoover’s personal contact man while at San Francisco last month 
and brought up the matter of Director Hoover’s seemingly unsavory attitude towards the members of this association 
and his refusal speak before our meeting or visit with us on two occasions at our invitation and our understanding 
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that he refused to sit in a meeting on the International because one of our members being an officer, etc. and that in 
conclusion he seemingly convinced Mr. Egan to some degree that the stories brought to Mr. Hoover were 
exaggerated and as a result Mr. Egan asked Chief Roff to advise him of the dates of our meetings and that he would 
speak to the Director and have him come to our meeting. Incidentally, Chief Roff stated, Mr. Kitchin, Special Agent 
in Charge at Newark until recently transferred, had made a good report of the Chiefs in this association to Mr. 
Hoover, according to Mr. Egan.  

1941 
The NJSACOP Monthly State Chiefs Meeting for November 1941 was held at the Elks Club in Bound Brook, NJ.  Following 
the approval of the minutes from the previous meeting, a letter 

from N.C. Miller, Dean & Director, Rutgers University, advising of a new course in Criminal Law for Police Officers 
throughout the State, which, he stated, had been mailed to police officers throughout the State with circular, asking 
that we encourage the police of the state to subscribe for this important subject, was read. This is a home study 
course and the cost is $10.00 and the President asked that it be encouraged among the police officers throughout 
the state. 

The membership application of Colonel Charles Schoeffel, Superintendent of the NJ State Police, was received and accepted. 
At this time Special Agent in Charge FBI at Newark, E.E. Conroy was introduced. He stated that the FBI will 
inaugurate a Civilian Defense Course for Chiefs of Police on November 12th and 13th at the Newark Police Academy, 
in co-operation with the Office of Civilian Defense in view of the designation of the FBI as the official police training 
agency by Mayor LaGuardia, U.S. Director of Civilian Defense. This 2 day course will later be followed by a 6 day 
course and it was thought that this 2 day course be limited to Chiefs of Police, so that they may be acquainted with 
what their man or men would be instructed in at the 6 day session later on. 

1956 
The NJSACOP Monthly State Chiefs Meeting for November 1956 was held at Monoca’s Elm Hall in Kearny, NJ. 
Several letters and other communications to the Association were read, including: 

A letter from H.G. Foster, Special Agent in Charge of the FBI’s San Francisco office, “stating how much he 
regretted leaving New Jersey and the pleasure he had in working with the NJSACOP….” 
A letter from the FBI “in regard to the five day investigative type of police training schools to be co-sponsored by 
the NJSACOP and the various and county police chiefs associations with the cooperation of the New Jersey State 
Police and the FBI. The letter set forth the places and dates in which these schools would be held.” 

2007 
The NJSACOP Monthly State Chiefs Meeting for November 2007 was held at Ft. Monmouth. Chief Eric Mason, chairman 
of the NJSACOP Command & Leadership Program, announced the first event of the new NJSACOP C&L Alumni 
Association, which would feature a presentation by the Department Chair of the Department of Behavioral Sciences and 
Leadership at the U.S. Military Academy at West Point. 
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Uniform Hand Signal Code For 
Traffic Officers 

Compiled and Published by the NJSACOP 
Reprinted from the 1929 New Jersey Police Chief Magazine 

INTRODUCTION 
Believing New Jersey to have the finest set of motor vehicle and traffic laws in the United States for the guidance of 
motorists, with the least amount of discomfort while in our State, the New Jersey State Association of Chiefs of  
Police, recognizing the fact that police officers generally have or use a variation of hand signals, which each one 
thinks is best, appointed a Committee for the purpose of devising a set of simple Hand Signals for Traffic Officers to 
use to convey their directions to the motorist. 

The New Jersey State Association of Chiefs of Police, with the idea of creating a uniform system of hand signals in 
mind, asks that each and every officer to whom this booklet is given, will preserve and study the signals herein set 
forth and described, and co-operate in creating a better understanding between the police officers and the motoring 
public. By constant practice of these signals and the execution of them on the part of each individual officer, much 
credit will be reflected upon the police department represented for the efficiency of its individual members. 

The New Jersey State Association of Chiefs of Police would give this advice to the members of the various police  
departments: Keep a smile on your face, in spite of the trials you undergo, and above all, have a kind word for the 
other fellow even though he is in the wrong. Such treatment encourages the meek and timid driver to feel more at 
ease, and will insure the ready co-operation of all motorists, and at the same time gaining more friends for you. The 
result will be a pleasanter association between you and the motorist, and this will go a long way in making your  
burdens lighter and in making the hours of the day or night speed by cheerfully. 

The Chief of Police of the Department, should insist upon a drilling of his men in the use of this Code, so that they are 
familiar with each and every detail. 

STARTING 
The traffic officer standing with body parallel with the traffic movement to be started, both 
arms extended with hands above shoulder height, sweeping both arms in forward motion and 
simultaneously surrounding two blasts of the police whistle. 

The action of the traffic officer when stopping traffic on one street and starting it on an  
intersecting street, gives opportunity for display of pep and training, which will reflect much 
credit on the Police Department. Traffic officers should be drilled on these hand signals at 
regular intervals, just as soldiers and sailors are drilled in certain 
evolutions they perform. 

STOP 
The traffic officer standing with body parallel with moving traffic, with both arms extended 
to a point where each hand is above shoulder height and palm facing out towards vehicles to 
be stopped. At the same time the officer should blow one (1) blast of his police whistle. 

START 

STOP 
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LEFT TURN 
The traffic officer standing facing vehicles to make a left turn, sweep of arm (either arm) in 
front of body, with elbow held stiff. The whistle is not to be sounded in giving this signal. 

TURNS, HAND SIGNALS, STARTING, STOPPING. 
1 – Except as otherwise provided in this article, the driver of a vehicle intending to turn to 
the right at an intersection, shall approach such intersection in the lane for traffic nearest to 
the right curb or side of the highway and in turning shall keep as closely as practicable to 
the right hand curb or side of the highway until the turn is completed, and when intending 
to turn to the left shall approach such intersection in the lane for traffic to the right of and 
nearest to the center line of the high way and in turning left shall pass immediately to the 
left of the center of the intersection, passing as closely as shall be practicable to the left of 
the center of the intersection. 

2 – For the purpose of this article, the center of the intersection shall mean the meeting 
point of the medial lines of the highways intersecting one another. 

3 – Local authorities in their respective jurisdictions may modify the foregoing 
method of turning at intersections, by clearly indicating by buttons, markers or other 
direction signs within an intersection, the course to be followed by vehicles turning 
therein, and it shall be unlawful for any driver to fail to turn in a manner as so  
directed when such direction signs are installed by local authorities. 

4(a) – The driver of any vehicle upon a highway, before starting, stopping, backing 
or turning from a direct line, shall first see that such movement can be made in 
safety, and if any pedestrian may be affected by such movement, shall give a clearly 
audible signal by sounding the horn, and whenever the operation of any other  
vehicle may be affected by such movement, shall give a signal, as required in this 
section, plainly visible to the driver of such other vehicle or pedestrian, of the  
intention to make such movement. 

(b) – The signal herein required shall be given either by means of the hand and arm
in the manner herein specified, or by an approved mechanical or electrical signal
device, except that when a vehicle is so constructed or loaded as to prevent the
hand and arm signal from being visible, both to the front and rear, the signal shall
be given by a device of a type which has been approved by the department.

5 – Whenever the signal is given by means of the hands and arm, the driver shall 
indicate his intention to start, or stop, or turn, by extending the hand and arm from 

and beyond the side of the vehicle. 

6 – No vehicle shall back or make a turn in any street, if by so doing it interferes with other vehicles, but shall go 
around a block or to a street sufficiently wide to turn in without backing. 

ACCIDENTS 
Give your name, address, registration number, show license to person struck, or driver and occupants of car struck. 
Carry injured to hospital or physician if necessary or requested. 

Report accident to Motor Vehicle Department within 48 hours, if person injured, or if $25.00 damage is done. 
Garage and repair shops report evidence of accidents to the nearest Police Station within 24 hours, also any auto that 
appears to have been struck by bullets. 

LEFT TURN 

RIGHT TURN 

LEFT TURN 
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FORBIDDEN ACTS 
Passing of vehicles on their right. 
Passing with on-coming cars too near. 
Increasing speed before completely passed by overtaking vehicle that has signaled intent to pass. 
Overtaking car ahead on railroad crossing. 
Coasting with gears in neutral. 
Throwing packages from moving vehicles. 
Following street cars closer than ten (10) feet. 
Passing to left of moving or standing street cars. 

PARKING PROHIBITED 
On paved portion of highways in open country. 
Within an intersection. 
On a cross-walk. 
Between safety zone and curb, or 20 feet from point of safety zone. 
In front of a private driveway. 
Within 25 feet of cross-walk approaching an intersection. 
Within 50 feet of STOP street sign. 
Within 20 feet of driveway of FIRE Station. 
Within 10 feet of FIRE HYDRANT. 
Within 50 feet of next right-hand corner of any street used by auto bus route. 

PEDESTRIANS 
Have right of way only at crossings, in places where no traffic control. 
Have right of way at cross-walks, if caught by changing lights. 
Shall not cross diagonally, or against Stop signal. 

RIGHT OF WAY TO POLICE AND FIRE DEPARTMENTS 
Upon the approach of any Police or Fire Department vehicle, giving audible signal by bell, siren or exhaust whistle, 
the driver of every other vehicle shall immediately drive the same to a position as near as possible and parallel to the 
right-hand edge or curb of the highway, clear of any intersection of highways, and shall stop and remain in such  
position unless otherwise directed by a police or traffic officer, until the Police or Fire Department vehicle shall have 
passed. 

RECKLESS DRIVING 
Any person who shall drive any vehicle upon a highway, carelessly and heedlessly, in a willful or wanton disregard of 
the rights or safety of others, or without due caution and circumspection, and at a speed or in a manner so as to  
endanger, or to be likely to endanger any person or property, shall be guilty of reckless driving. Penalties – First  
offense, 30 days, $100 fine or both; second offense, 60 days, $200 fine, or both. 

SPEED LIMITS 
Any person driving a vehicle on a highway shall drive the same at a careful and prudent speed, not greater nor less 
than is reasonable and proper, having due regard to the traffic, surface and width of the highway, and of any other 
condition then existing, and no person shall drive any vehicle upon a highway at such a speed as to endanger the life, 
limb or the property of any person. 

10 miles when passing school at recess, opening or closing. 
15 miles at highway intersections, around curves, or upon grades, where view is obstructed. 
15 miles in business districts where traffic is not controlled. 
20 miles in business districts under traffic control. 
20 miles in residence districts. 
30 miles when authorized by signs posted on controlled thoroughfare. 
40 miles under all other conditions. 
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STOP STREET SIGNS 
It shall be unlawful for the driver of any vehicle or street car to enter upon or cross any STOP STREET, so designated 
and marked, unless he shall have first brought his vehicle or street car to a complete stop at a point within five (5) feet 
of the nearest cross-walk or a stop line marked upon the pavement, at the nearest side of such Stop Street, unless  
authorized or ordered otherwise by a traffic or police officer stationed at such intersection or unless such intersection 
shall be controlled by signal lights. 

TRAFFIC SIGNALS 
1 – Traffic signals or signal devices shall conform strictly with the following particulars: 
2 – A three color system shall be used: Red, Amber and Green. Green shall mean permission for traffic to Go, subject 
to the safety of others or the specific directions of an officer; Red shall mean traffic to Stop before entering the  
intersection or cross-walk and remain standing until Green is shown; Amber (or Yellow) shall be for the exclusive use 
of pedestrians; Amber shall mean vehicles and street cars to stop before entering the intersection or cross-walk, unless 
when the Amber so appears the vehicle or street car is so close to the intersection that it cannot be stopped within fifty 
feet. If within fifty feet of an intersection the vehicle or street car may proceed across the intersection or make right or 
left turns. No vehicle or street car shall enter the intersection or cross-walk if not within this distance of fifty-feet, 
while the Amber is displayed, but must wait for the Green to appear alone. 

3 – All other uses of Green, Red, Amber or Yellow lights so located as to be confused with traffic signals shall be  
discontinued. 

4 – The colors shall be shown in the following sequence: A Green light is displayed for a predetermined number of 
seconds, followed by an Amber light for a reasonable time for pedestrian traffic, followed by a Red light, followed by 
a Green light. The timing of all lights shall be determined by the volume of traffic. 
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